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tions. If the Revolution had not "broken out in
France, its diplomacy would have hrought forth
important results, and its system of alliances would
have become most firmly fixed. Louis XVI., who
was the object of universal esteem and respect, inter-
ested himself most carefully and intelligently in for-
eign affairs. He played a very important part in
the European concert, and his ambassadors were
superior men, who represented him most worthily in
foreign countries. "With their enlightenment, their
courage, their general aptitude, their historical tradi-
tions, and the examples of their great men, the won-
derful climate, its zone of waves and mountains, what
power might not the French have attained, if they
had not been divided against themselves ?

July 19, 1784, Gustavus III. signed with Louis
XVI. a favorable treaty of alliance. The next day
he left for Sweden, well content with the results of
his journey, delighted with the French court, with
no suspicion of the tragic lot in reserve for his host
and for himself.

It seems that all the figures who appeared, even
for a moment, on the scene at Versailles, were con-
demned by an inexorable fatality. We might say that
every one who crossed the threshold of this palace
was thereby doomed in advance to exile, captivity, or
death. The conspirators* pistols, the strangler's bow-
string, the headsman's axe, were hidden in the dark
mystery of the future. The smell of blood was al-
ready mingling with the perfumes of the court. The